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Next Step in Preparing the Plan 

1. Identifying Issues to be Addressed in the 
Plan (Scoping)

2. Creating a Vision for the Future of the Park



New River Gorge National River
General Management Plan

NPS has Been Working on Issues and Visioning
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Now We’d Like Your Thoughts about the Issues and 
the Vision for the Future
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At our March 2006 Public Meetings we asked you:

“What are the issues that should be considered in the General 
Management Plan for the park?”

“What are your ideas for the future of the park?”

The following slides summarize what you told us…
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What Happened at the March Public Meetings 

What’s Going on With What’s Most Important at the 

Park?

• the issues that you feel should be considered in the 

GMP

• your vision for the future of the park
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What’s Going on with What’s Most 
Important? – the Issues
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The River and Its Resources – GMP Issues

Water Quality

• pollutants entering the New 
River and its tributaries 
upstream of the park cause poor 
water quality conditions in the 
park

• park visitors contribute 
wastewater flows to the river 
that exacerbate already existing 
poor water quality conditions
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The River and Its Resources – GMP Issues

Experiencing the River and Its 
Resources

• many stories about the river and       
its resources – if told – would 
greatly enhance the visitor 
experience

• poor access to and through the 
park limits where visitors can go 
and how they can experience the 
river and its resources
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Geologic Features – GMP Issues

Experiencing the Park’s 
Geologic Features

• many stories about the park’s 
geologic features – if told –
would greatly enhance the visitor 
experience

• poor access to and through the 
park limits where visitors can go 
and how they can experience
the park’s geologic features
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The Park’s Forest – GMP Issues

Threats to Forest and Wildlife

• the park’s forest is threatened by 
air pollution, exotic pests, 
fragmentation, and non-native 
species

• the park’s wildlife is threatened by 
forest fragmentation, new 
development, deer, and non-native 
species

• some traditional subsistence 
lifestyle uses threaten resources
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Outstanding Historic Places – GMP Issues

Threats to Outstanding Historic Places/ 
Visitor Experience and Access

• natural deterioration, vandalism, lack of 
maintenance, weather, and/or lack of 
occupancy threaten loss of many of the 
park’s remaining cultural resources

• poor roads and trails restrict or prohibit 
access to many cultural resources

• important stories about the region’s 
cultural heritage are not being told and 
are in danger of being lost
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Dramatic Views – GMP Issues

Threats to Scenic Character/Visitor 
Experience and Access

• new development within the Gorge 
and on the rim threatens the scenic 
character of the park’s viewshed

• disagreement exists regarding the 
vantage points from which the 
viewshed should be defined

• many scenic viewpoints in the park 
are currently not accessible
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Exceptional Opportunities for Visitors – GMP Issues
Visitor Experience and Visitor Use

• many park visitors would like enhanced 
facilities and/or new day use areas for their 
activities developed in the park

• the small number of non-designated 
primitive campsites does not provide 
camping opportunities desired by many 
visitors

• facilities for different types of visitors are not 
balanced
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Park Access – GMP Issues

Poor Access

• poor road access to and through the 
park limits where visitors can go and 
the experiences they can have

• the demand for parking exceeds 
capacity at many visitor use sites

• few developed trails are available

• active railroads are barriers to 
accessing the river
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